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PURPOSE:  This policy exists to clearly designate specific illness symptoms for parents and ACS staff for the purpose of the 

decision-making process from school.  This policy is set in place for the overall health and safety of the students enrolled in 

the ACS Preschool and Child Care programs.  
 

Symptoms Requiring Removal of Child From School: 

• Fever: Fever is defined as having a temperature of 100.4°F using a non-contact infrared thermometer.  A child or 
adult needs to be fever free for a minimum of 24 hours without the aid of any fever reducing substance before 
returning to the school campus. 

• Diarrhea: runny, watery, bloody stools, or 2 or more loose stools within last 4hrs. 

• Vomiting: Within a 24hr period. Note: please do not bring your child to school on the morning after the night 
he/she may have vomited. 

• Chills: Essentially any condition that may produce fever (including infections and cancers) can result in chills along 
with fever. Fever and chills are common symptoms of influenza infection.  

• Sore Throat: A sore throat condition for more than three days may be an indication of a more severe infection 
such as strep throat, in which case a medical diagnosis and care is needed. 

• Scratching: Frequent scratching of body or scalp may indicate lice, rash, ringworm or other childhood diseases. 

• Irritability: Child is irritable, continuously crying, or requires more attention than we can provide without hurting 
the health, safety or well-being of the other children in our care.  

Viral/Bacterial Infection – especially Conjunctivitis: A student with any V/B infection and especially, Conjunctivitis, is 
contagious during the period that the child has symptoms. The illness is spread via contact with eye or skin discharge, either 
directly or by touching surfaces that have been in contact with the discharge. For Conjunctivitis, a child may return to 
school 24 hours after starting antibiotic drops for conjunctivitis. For other vial infections like Hand, Foot and Mouth 
Disease, because HFMD is normally mild, children can continue to go to child care and schools as long as they: 

• Have no fever. 

• Feel well enough to participate in class. 

• Have no open sores or any uncontrolled drooling with mouth sores. 
Talk with your child’s healthcare provider if you are still not sure when it is okay for them to return.  
 
Our school policy states that you or your child should not be on the school campus if they have: 

• Fever in the past 24hrs 

• Diarrhea in the past 24hrs 

• Vomiting in the past 24hrs 

• Chills in the past 24hrs (chills is an indicator of illness, and is a common symptom of influenza infection) 

• Sore throat for over three days 

• Strep Throat (until a medical diagnosis and care has been secured before returning to school) 

• Bad cold, with a very runny nose or bad cough, especially if it has prevented a good night’s sleep 

• Head lice – until treatment has been administered according to a nurse or doctor’s instructions 

• Viral/Bacterial Conjunctivitis untreated 
 

Illness Pick-Up Information: 

• In case of any illness, please be sure that arrangements can be made to transport your child home from school and that 
childcare is available. 

• If your child comes to school ill, or becomes ill at school and the school determines that your child is too sick to benefit 
from school or is contagious to other children, you will be notified to come and take him/her home from school.  

• It is essential, therefore, that the school has an emergency contact number where you can be quickly contacted during 
the day.   It is also essential that the school has an emergency contact number on record in the event you cannot be 
reached.  If your daytime or emergency phone number changes during the school year, please notify the school office 
at 541-928-1110. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  These guidelines are meant to protect all the children enrolled in our school. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call Albany Christian School. 

https://www.medicinenet.com/cancer/article.htm
https://www.medicinenet.com/influenza/article.htm
https://www.medicinenet.com/influenza/article.htm

